Factory Video Shoot Planning Guide

How to Plan a Factory Video Shoot

A practical guide for manufacturing, engineering, OEM, and industrial teams.
Prepared as a technical planning document — without marketing fluff.

Who this guide is for:

* Plant heads and operations teams planning factory documentation

» Marketing and corporate communication teams handling industrial films
* OEM and engineering companies preparing capability or process videos
* HR, EHS, and training teams developing induction or safety films

* Procurement teams comparing industrial video vendors

Prepared by Digital Studio

Focus: Industrial video production, factory photography, drone documentation, training films, and process
communication for manufacturing and engineering companies across India.

Website: DigitalStudio.in | Phone: +91 98205 78189 | Email: contact@digitalstudio.in
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How to use this document

* Use sections 1-3 to decide what kind of factory video is actually required.

» Use sections 4-5 before the shoot to prepare the facility and internal teams.
* Use sections 6-9 to avoid mistakes and evaluate vendors properly.

* Use section 10 as a final pre-shoot sign-off checklist.

Digital Studio | Industrial Video Production Company | +91 98205 78189



Factory Video Shoot Planning Guide
1. Why Manufacturers/OEMs create videos?

Most manufacturing companies do not create videos for vanity. They create them because a factory is
difficult to explain through text, static photographs, or PowerPoint slides alone. A well-planned factory video
compresses complexity and makes operations understandable to external and internal stakeholders.

Factories usually commission videos when they need to show process capability, production scale,
discipline, infrastructure, safety culture, or equipment strength. In many cases, the video becomes a
long-term asset used repeatedly across sales, training, investor communication, exhibitions, and website
updates.

Common business reasons

To present manufacturing capability to customers, consultants, or export buyers

To explain a process visually when the product or machinery is technically complex

To document plant expansion, installation, commissioning, or major milestones

To create structured induction, safety, or training material for staff and contractors

To support trade shows, website upgrades, investor decks, and corporate presentations

What a factory video should achieve

e Show the right areas — not everything

e Present operations clearly without disrupting production

e Capture people, machines, process flow, safety, and scale in the correct balance
e Create a usable output for business communication, not just attractive footage
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2. Types of industrial videos companies typically need

Not every factory needs the same type of video. The first planning error is to ask for a 'corporate film' when
the actual need may be process documentation, training content, or plant overview footage. The objective

should decide the format.

Below is a practical breakdown of common industrial video types and where each one is useful.

Video type

Factory overview / walkthrough
film

Manufacturing process film

Training / induction film

Corporate profile film

Drone documentation

Time-lapse documentation

Where it is used

Website, sales, customer
presentations, capability decks

Technical sales, engineering
discussions, process education

Staff training, contractor
induction, safety communication

Brand communication, investor
decks, exhibitions

Large plants, infrastructure,
campuses, project sites

Installation, construction,
shutdown, commissioning

What it should show

Facility layout, departments,
machines, people, process flow,
scale

Step-by-step workflow from raw
material to finished output

PPE, movement rules, hazard
zones, do's and don'ts, standard
procedures

Company strengths,
manufacturing capacity, teams,
infrastructure, credibility

Site scale, layout, circulation,
elevation, expansion areas

Duration, sequence, progress,
transformation over time
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3. When companies usually plan industrial shoots?

Industrial shoots are usually triggered by a business event, not by the calendar. The planning quality
improves when the team identifies the real trigger behind the video requirement.

Timing matters because operational load, housekeeping, maintenance shutdowns, and production rhythm
directly affect the quality of footage.

Typical trigger points

New plant launch, commissioning, or expansion

Website redesign or corporate communication update

Major customer visit, consultant presentation, or export sales push

Participation in trade fairs, exhibitions, or investor presentations

Creation of training, induction, or compliance material

Need to document a before-and-after milestone such as installation or modernization

Best time to start planning

e For a single-facility video: ideally 2—3 weeks before shoot dates
e For multi-location or regulated sites: ideally 3—6 weeks before execution
e For projects involving drone permissions, scripted interviews, or cleanroom access: plan earlier
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4. Pre-shoot planning checklist:

Factory Video Shoot Planning Guide

The pre-shoot stage decides whether the final video is useful or messy. A technically strong crew cannot
compensate for poor internal preparation by the factory team. This section is the core planning layer.

Before any equipment arrives on site, the company should agree on objective, locations, access, schedule,

approvals, and the internal owner of the shoot.

Planning item

Objective

Primary audience

Scope

Priority areas

Shoot window

Approvals

Safety

Internal owner

Pre-shoot sign-off points

What must be decided

Why is the video being made: sales, training,
process explanation, plant overview, investor or
exhibition use?

Who will watch it: customers, consultants,
employees, dealers, global buyers, management?

Single department, full facility, selected process
line, interviews, drone, still photos, or multiple
outputs?

Which machines, lines, processes, control rooms,
labs, warehouses, or outdoor zones must definitely
be covered?

Best date, shift, housekeeping condition, and
machine operating period for filming

Who signs off access, branding, spokespersons,
script inputs, and final edit?

What PPE, induction, escorts, and restricted-area
rules apply to the crew?

Who coordinates between plant, marketing, EHS,
and vendor before and during the shoot?

The purpose of the video is written down in one clear sentence.

The list of must-film areas is approved internally.

The point of contact on site has authority to take decisions during the shoot.
Housekeeping and machine presentation standards are reviewed before the shoot date.
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5. What plant teams must prepare?

A factory video shoot succeeds when the plant team treats it as a controlled industrial activity rather than
an informal media visit. The video crew needs accurate support from operations, maintenance, EHS, HR,
marketing, and management depending on scope.

Internal readiness saves time on the shoot day and reduces the risk of missed coverage.

Documents and references to keep ready

Basic plant profile and process summary

List of key departments, machines, and production stages to be covered

PPE rules, visitor movement protocol, and safety induction requirements

Brand guidelines, approved company profile points, and logo files if titles are needed

Names and roles of anyone who may appear on camera for interviews or process explanation

Site preparation items

Housekeeping in key areas that will be filmed

Temporary removal of clutter, scrap, non-essential packaging, or visual distractions
Availability of safety escorts in sensitive zones

Confirmation of machine operating windows for filming critical processes

Clear internal point of contact for decision-making during the shoot
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6. Common mistakes companies make:

Most problems in factory video projects come from planning mistakes, not camera quality. Many companies
bring a crew on site before deciding what the video is meant to achieve. That leads to wasted footage,
extended shoot time, and weak edits.

These are the mistakes seen most often in industrial environments.

Mistakes to avoid

Trying to show the entire factory instead of prioritising the most relevant operations
Treating the shoot like a normal corporate office production

Not informing plant teams in advance about access, PPE, or filming schedule
Starting the shoot before housekeeping and machine presentation are ready
Mixing too many objectives into one film without a clear primary purpose
Assuming drone footage alone can explain manufacturing capability

Leaving approvals, spokesperson selection, or script decisions to the last minute

What these mistakes cause

Production disruption and schedule confusion

Low-quality visuals in important areas

Missed footage of critical machines or process steps

Longer edit cycles because the objective was never clearly defined

A polished-looking video that is commercially weak and operationally irrelevant
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7. How long factory shoots typically take

There is no universal shoot duration. The time required depends on facility size, number of departments,
housekeeping condition, interview requirements, drone use, and how many deliverables are expected from

the same visit.

Factory Video Shoot Planning Guide

A realistic time estimate helps management allocate access and resources properly.

Project type

Small factory overview

Medium plant + process
coverage

Large facility / multiple
departments

Corporate film with interviews

Multi-location industrial film

Time-lapse or milestone
documentation

What increases shoot time?

Multiple approval layers on site

Poor housekeeping in key visual zones

Frequent machine stoppage or process inconsistency
Too many departments to be covered in one schedule
Unplanned interviews or additional photo requirements

Typical shoot time

1 day

1-2 days

2-3 days

2—4 days

Several staged days

Recurring visits or long-duration
setup

Notes

Basic plant coverage with limited
departments and no interviews

Includes walkthrough, process
steps, team visuals, selected
details

Requires structured schedule
and area-wise coordination

More time needed for interviews,
management availability, and
messaging

Travel, approvals, and site
readiness affect timing
significantly

Planned over weeks or months
based on project nature
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8. What deliverables companies should expect?

Many companies ask for 'a video' without defining the actual output set. In industrial work, the final
deliverables should be agreed before the shoot because the expected outputs influence how footage is
captured on site.

A clear deliverables list prevents mismatch between expectations and production scope.

Deliverable Practical expectation

Main edited film Primary factory or corporate video for website,
customer meetings, exhibitions, or presentations

Short edit versions 30-90 second cut-downs for social, sales, or quick
circulation
Interview-based edits Management or technical spokesperson clips if

interviews are part of scope

Drone footage integration Aerial context for large sites, campuses, yards,
tank farms, infrastructure, or plant layout

High-resolution stills Optional supporting photographs if included in
scope

Raw footage Only if specifically agreed; should be defined in
advance

Format and delivery Final resolution, file type, platform versions, and

delivery timeline should be written clearly

Define these points before the shoot:

Final film duration target

Whether voice-over, subtitles, supers, or background music are required
Whether multiple language versions are needed

Whether vertical, square, or short-format social versions are required
Who approves the final edit and in how many review rounds
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9. How to select an industrial video vendor?

Vendor evaluation should not be based on showreels alone. Industrial work requires planning discipline,
on-site safety awareness, clear documentation capability, and the ability to work inside operating facilities
without creating confusion.

The right vendor is not merely a creative agency. The right vendor understands industrial environments,
plant hierarchy, and structured execution.

What to evaluate

e Relevant experience inside factories, plants, engineering units, or regulated environments
e Ability to plan coverage around production without unnecessary disruption

e Understanding of PPE, plant access rules, safety briefings, and restricted areas

e Capability for drone coverage where useful and permitted

e Clarity on deliverables, timeline, and what is or is not included

e Evidence of handling similar assignments for industrial, OEM, or engineering clients

Questions to ask before finalising

What is your approach to planning a factory shoot?

How do you coordinate with plant, QA, EHS, and management teams?

What inputs do you need from us before the shoot?

What outputs will be delivered, in what format, and by when?

How do you handle drone shoots, interviews, and multi-day or multi-location assignments?
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10. Industrial video shoot planning checklist:

This final checklist is designed as a pre-shoot sign-off tool. It can be printed or circulated internally among
operations, marketing, EHS, and management teams.

Ticking off these items before the crew arrives reduces confusion and improves output quality significantly.

Status

(]

Checklist item

Objective of the video is defined
clearly

Primary audience is identified

Scope of coverage is finalised

Must-film departments,
machines, and processes are
listed

Shoot dates and best operating
window are confirmed

Housekeeping review is
completed in key visual areas

PPE and safety induction
requirements are shared with
vendor

Restricted zones and movement
rules are communicated

Internal point of contact is
assigned

Management / spokesperson
availability is confirmed if
interviews are planned

Drone feasibility and permissions
are checked if required

Branding, logos, product names,
and approvals are aligned
internally
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Status Checklist item Owner
0 Expected deliverables and
timeline are documented
U Final approver for edit is defined
0 Plant teams are informed in

advance about the shoot

Final note

A factory video project works best when the company decides the purpose first, prepares the
plant properly, and then brings the crew on site. The video quality is not created by cameras
alone; it is created by planning, coordination, access, and clarity.

This document can be circulated internally before the shoot to align management, operations,
marketing, EHS, and vendor teams.

Prepared by Digital Studio

Focus: Industrial video production, factory photography, drone documentation, training films, and process
communication for manufacturing and engineering companies across India.

Website: DigitalStudio.in | Phone: +91 98205 78189 | Email: contact@digitalstudio.in
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